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[njacnopa nobrpa 3a Cpbujy

Diaspora Lobbying
for Serbia

JeniHa o BENVIKMX 1 N0 CBeMy cyaehun Hepo-
BO/BHO McKopuwheHnx MoryhHoOCTH je ycnoc-
TaB/barbe Aunjanora MatuyHe Opxase 1 aunjac-
nope y GyHKUMju noburparba y ApXkaBama una-
H1uama EBpoOMCcKe yHWje, ann 1y CBeTy.

A potentially great but apparently insuffi-
ciently employed opportunity is that of estab-
lishing dialogue between the home country
and the Diaspora for the purpose of lobbying
among EU country members and on a global
scale.

Ke unbeBe Cpbuje, akTMBHOCTVM MUHUCTapCTBa Bepe

“ Avjacnope cy: adbupmaumja CBUX BpeaHOCTN Cpn-

CKe Hauuje 1 ApyLWTBa, NPOMOBWCArbe KyNTYPHOT UAEHTUTETA

Cpbuje y MHOCTPaHCTBY, 3aliTUTa APKABHUX Y NOAUTUUKIAX UH-

Tepeca Cpbuje y CBeTy, NpomoUrja EKOHOMCKIUX MOMyRHOCTY
Cpncke npvispeae.

— Y CBETY XKMBU BULLIE Of YETUPY MUSTMOHA JbYM CPMCKOT Mo-

peKna, BENMKN 6pOj yCrelwHNX MeHallepa, Hay4YH1Ka, CnopTuCTa,

YMETHMKA NPW3HATVX LUMPOM CBETa - OHM CY HalW Hajoorbu am-

Kana je y nuTakby nobuparbe 3a NONUTUUKE 1 eKOHOMC-
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the activities of the Ministry of Religion and Diaspora re-

volve around affirming the value of the Serb nation and
society, promoting Serbia’s cultural identity abroad, protecting
Serbia’s national and political interests in the world, and pro-
moting the economic possibilities of Serbian trade.

I n lobbying for Serbia’s political and economic objectives,

— Four million people of Serb descent live abroad and this
number includes many successful businessmen and interna-
tionally acclaimed scientists, sportsmen, and artists — they are
our best ambassadors, because they help to create a positive




MUWHUCTapCTBO Bepa u Anjacnope Penybnuke Cpbuje

6acanopw, jep fonpuHoce wupetsy 6osbe cnvke o Cpbuju y cee-
Ty, HABEO je MUHUCTap Bepa v anjacnope CphaH Cpehkosuh.

Jlobuparbe je jeaaH off HauMHa Ha Kojy NojeiuHLIM 1 OpraHm-
3aluje Mory 3aroBapatu UHTepece Cpbuje y CBETY, @ MUHUCTAP
je oueHno aa 61 NocTaBbarbe 3aKOHCKOT OKBMPA 3a Ty 061acT,
n3mehy ocTanor, NO3NTMBHO AenoBano Ha 6opby NpoTuB Ko-
pynuuje n ckpahueare GUpokpaTckix npoueaypa. Cpehko-
Buh je Harmacuo aa ce 45 rogMHa Ha Aujacriopy rneaano Kao
Ha MOMUTMYKOr MPOTMBHWKAE, @ HE Kao Ha MapTHepa, Mako y
pacejarby XMBW BENNKK BPOj CTPYUHMX YTULAJHNX JbyaW, KOjW,
OCVM nonpassbarba UMKLa Cpbuje, Mory AOMPUHETN U HEHOM
€KOHOMCKOM PasBojy.

—Capa cMo y NprAnUKM Aa BOAMMO aKTUBHM]Y MOMUTHKY NpemMa
JbyAVIMA Koju »K1Be BaH Cpbuje, AO[a0 je MUHUCTap, MOACETMUBLLY
lia je noHowerem 3akoHa 1 Ctpaternje o aujacnopu u Cpbrima
Yy PErMoHy CTBOpEHa HopMaTUBHa 6a3a 3a HOBY MOAMUTMKY Npema
pacejarby koja he ce 3aCHMBATV Ha NapTHepCcKom oaHocy. Cpeh-
KoBWN je HarnacKo fa aaekBaTHOM NOAINTUKOM JbyAe Y Anjacropw
Tpeba aHUMMpaTH 1 NoacTahv, Kako 61 MHBeCTUUMje YyCMepUK
y Cpbujy, anv 1 y CBeTy roBopunu fobpo O CBOjOj 3eMrbM 1 TaKo
MONPaBUAN HeH MUY, BulieaeleHNjCKO NPUCYCTBO U >KMBOT
npunagHVKa anjacnope y CBeTy, CTBOPMO UM je KBanuTeT Kpo3
npey3umare UCKyCTaBa 1 PasHOMMKOCTM 13 CPeArHa Y Kojuma
XMBE 1 pafie. Y3 HUXOBY [JOKasaHy SbybaB npema OTaLbuHN 1
CnpemMHoCT fa nomorHy Cpbuju, npunagHvum anjacnope Tpeba
na byny BaxaH GakTop y nobuparby 3a HTepece apxase Cpbuje.
Mpema Halum 3anaxkarbkiMa U MHGopMaLmjMa Behr Aeo OBKX
CBETCKM MpU3HaTKX rpahaHa CpNCKOr nopekna, CNpemMHo je Aa
nobvpa 3a nHTepece apxase Cpbuje, NCTakao je MUHWCTaP.

Kana je o opraHn3oBaHoM nobrparby y eKOHOMCKO] chepu
pey, MnHNCTapCTBO Bepa W Anjacnope, Hactoju Aa ca [lpn-
BpenHoM kKomopom Cpbuje, AreHLmjom 3a CTpaHa ynararba U
npomouujy 1n3sosa CUEMA v gpyrvm 3anHTepecoBaHUM MHC-
TUTYUMjama NOACTMYE OTBaparbe M paj MEeLOBUTUX APYLWTaBa,
YOPYKEHA W OpraHv3alivja NpyBpeaHMKa CPMCKOT NopeKkna u3
TVX 3eMasba.

— HefaBHO CMO TakBy VIHMLMjATUBY peann3oBann y Jy»KHOj
AmMEpPULIM OCHUBaHEM apPreHTUHCKO-CPMCKe NPUBPEeHe KOMO-
pe, HacTaBnhemo y [PUKOj, OCHMBaHEM NOCIOBHOT KybHa Cpnc-
KO-TPYKMX MOCNOBHMX Jbyan. Y capafru ca PervoHanHum npw-
BPEeOHMM KOMOpama, MMHUCTapCTBO Bepe u aujacnope dop-
Mrpano je LleHTpe 3a avjacnopy y cBuM pernoHuma Cpbuje ca
Hamepom obaBellTaBarba 0 MoryhHocTMMa ynararba y Cpbujy
anu 1 Kao Momon y peluaBakby CBAaKOAHEBHWUX npobrnema WH-
BECTUTOPA Halwer nopekna. MMHUCTapCTBO Bepe 1 Anjacnope
e HacTaBWTK Aa oxpabpyje Hale CyHAapPOAHWKE Y MHOCTPaHC-
TBY Aa CBOjUM aKTUBHOCTMMA N061pajy 3a Cpbujy jep MCKyCTBa
3eMasba Ca BefIMKOM AMjacnopom camo noTtephyjy Hall CTas O
BaXKHOCTV Avjacriope y nobvparby 3a MHTepece MaTuLe, 3aKsby-
uno je MuHuctap Cphan Cpehkosuh. m
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image of Serbia around the world, said Srdjan Sre¢kovi¢, Minis-
ter of Religion and Diaspora.

Lobbying is one of the ways in which individuals and or-
ganizations can promote Serbia’s interests in the world, and
the Minister feels that establishing a legislative framework for
this area would contribute, among other things, to fighting
corruption and cutting bureaucratic red tape. Mr. Srec¢kovic¢
pointed out that for 45 years the Diaspora was viewed as
an adversary, not as a partner despite the fact that there are
many professional, influential people living abroad who, in
addition to improving Serbia’s image, could also contribute
to its economic growth.

- We now have the opportunity of implementing an active
policy towards people living outside Serbia, added the Minister,
reminding us that with the enactment of the Law and Strategy
on the Diaspora and Serbs in the Region a legal basis was set
for a new partnership-based policy towards the Diaspora. Mr.
Sreckovic feels that the right policy towards people of the Di-
aspora would encourage their investing in Serbia and prompt
them to speak well of their native country abroad, thus improv-
ing its image. Decades of living abroad has created, through as-
similated experience and variety, a new quality for the Diaspora.
With the love for their homeland and the readiness to help Ser-
bia, which they have repeatedly demonstrated throughout the
past, the Diaspora should be an important factor in lobbying
for Serbia’s national interests. It is our belief, based on our ob-
servation and information, that the majority of prominent indi-
viduals of Serb descent living abroad would be willing to lobby
for Serbia’s national interests, said the Minister.

Where organized lobbying for economic purposes is con-
cerned, the Ministry of Religion and Diaspora in cooperation
with the Serbian Chamber of Commerce, the Serbia Export and
Investment Promotion Agency (SIEPA), and other interested in-
stitutions encourages the forming and operation of joint stock
companies, associations, and organizations by businessmen of
Serb origin.

—We recently put this idea into practice in South America by
founding the Argentine-Serb chamber of commerce and we
will follow up with Greece, where we will form a club of Serb
and Greek businessmen. In cooperation with regional cham-
bers of commerce, the Ministry of Religion and Diaspora has set
up Diaspora Centers in every Serbian region for the purpose of
providing information on investment possibilities in Serbia and
helping to solve everyday problems faced by foreign investors
of Serb descent. The Ministry of Religion and Diaspora will con-
tinue to encourage our co-nationals abroad to lobby for Serbia
because experiences of other countries with a large Diaspora
only confirm our own belief in the importance of the Diaspora’s
active promotion of the home country’s interests, said Minister
Srdjan Sre¢kovi¢. m
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